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Its not often that studio pottery gets prime time TV exposure but a Jo Davies porcelain vase was one of the items
being traded by candidates in this years “The Apprentice” (BBC1). They lost. Lord Sugar was none too impressed and for the third time the piece was fired. One
hopes that Lord Sugar is not a barometer for public taste
when it comes to ceramics.
As this edition of the Newsletter is circulated we are in
the middle of the summer exhibition at Bishops Kitchen
Chichester. Early reports suggest we have a packed programme and I would like to join the many voices to thank
all those involved in the event.
Keith Menear

2013 Summer Exhibition at the Bishop’s Kitchen
2013 Summer Exhibition at the Bishop’s Kitchen
Saturday 27 July – Sunday 11 August
Venue – The Old Kitchen, Bishops Palace, Chichester, PO19 1PY.
Important Dates for Exhibitors
11/12 August Take Down Show – Collect unsold work
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2013 Summer Exhibition at the Bishop’s Kitchen
The SCG Committee would like to say a big thank you to John Evans for taking the lead role for the
Bishop`s Kitchen Summer Show for the past two years. John volunteered at a time when there were no other
people available but was quickly joined by a team of willing helpers. Those of you who have been involved
with the show will recognise John`s excellent organisational skills and indeed he has established a system
which could make it so much easier for the next volunteer.
At the SCG AGM in 2011 it was decided that as a group there would be a core committee and that all other
tasks would be shared out amongst our members. Hopefully you will agree that this has been a good decision as
we now have a full committee, great website/newsletter and many people coming forward offering their services for a variety of tasks. Spreading the workload has been a great success so far.
We are now looking for new volunteers to join the team so that John can take more of a background role next
year. So, if you feel that you would like the Show to continue, we need you to come forward and offer your services.
The Bishop`s Kitchen venue is already pencilled in for 2014 and 2015, so let`s hope we will be able to take advantage of this wonderful space. If you are interested please let either myself, John Evans or any of the Committee members know asap. f you have not previously been involved in the SCG Shows why not pop along to
the Members and Preview Evening on Friday 26th July to see what a great opportunity this is.
Look forward to hearing from you.
Jan Griffiths

Naked Raku John Evans Bishops Kitchen 2012
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News From The Committee
Rolf Hawkins has kindly volunteered to take up the position of Chair during the second half of this year.
Many thanks Rolf.

What’s On
2013 Pitfiring & Raku at Anne Lovejoy's in Angemeing
Sunday 1st September 2013 See Page 5 for details
You can see photo’s from last years event at;
http://www.southernceramicgroup.co.uk/Events/Pitfiring_2012/
index.html
Hampshire Open Studio Event 17th to 26th August
We are delighted that three of our members, Sue Foster, Jan
Griffiths and Geraldine Maynard-Hoare will be taking part in the
Hampshire Open Studio Event running from 17th to 26th August.

2012 Pitfiring & Raku Angemering

Jan Griffiths at Evergreen, Trampers Lane, North Boarhunt PO17 6BU, along with Geraldine MaynardHoare, April Stevenson and Stephanie Edwards - figurative ceramics, Dee McNamara - contemporary fused
glass and Andy Stevenson - metalwork. Open daily 10am to 5pm.
Sue Foster at Giblet Ore, 82 Hill Head Road, Hill Head, PO14 3JP along with Jane Michaelis - prints, pastel
and engraved glass, Julie Jarvis - silver jewellery, Sandi Jones - patchwork quilts, hats and bags, Steve Daysh
- turned and carved wood. Open daily 11am to 5pm.
Jan Griffiths
West Forest Potters;Events


Members only Raku/ Smoking and Pit fire event 30th Anniversary Firing Day - 7 September 2013



Potters evening: Liz Teal 11 September Wednesday , 2013 at 7:45pm, Polehampton Junior School



Stephanie Wright Wednesday 9 October, 2013 at 7:45pm, Polehampton Junior School



Doug Fitch Wednesday 13 November, 2013 at 7:45pm, Polehampton Junior School

Details for all the above can be found at;
http://www.westforestpotters.org.uk/joomla/
Martin Eastabrook
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What’s On Cont.
Dacorum and Chiltern Potters. Have a full programme of events which can be found on their web site at;
http://www.thedcpg.org.uk/calendar.htm#start
International Ceramics Festival 28-30 June Aberystwyth.
A few photographs from Martin Eastabrook “Attached are photos of some things that caught my eye at ICF
Aberystwyth - the Rhino and two alternative raku kilns. Also the perils of strong reduction without testing the
idea prior to making.....The other clays in the kiln worked OK”
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2013 Pitfiring & Raku
SCG Pit Firing Event - Sunday 1 September
Once again Anne Lovejoy will be hosting the annual SCG Pit Firing Event at her home in Angmering
near Littlehampton. There will be a huge pit and 3 raku kilns available, so whether an `expert` or new to this
kind of firing sharing the day with 30 or so other ceramic enthusiasts is usually interesting! There will be a
charge of £12 for members and £12 for members non potting guests and £17 for non members. It is quite a
long day and those planning to join in the pit firing need to arrive by 9am and the pit SHOULD be ready to unpack at about 5pm. There will also be an American Lunch and participants are invited to bring along a contribution towards this. There are lots of tasks to be shared out amongst ourselves for the day and they are listed
below:
Pit Area:
2 volunteers for loading/unloading the pit, covering and maintaining safety.
2 volunteers for sorting/moving the current wood pile prior to the event - during July/August
Pool House Area:
2 people required to move and set up tables and chairs (outside if weather is good, otherwise around the pool)
and replace at the end of the day.
2 people required to be in charge of the tea/coffee urn and area in the Barn, tidying up at the end of the day.
2 people to move the food from the Barn to the Pool area just before lunch at 1pm.
Raku Area:
Three Raku kilns will be supplied by Anne, John Evans and myself and one experienced person will be in
charge of health and safety in this area on a rotating basis at all times the kilns are in use. John Evans will start
the raku sessions off with a short safety talk about 10.15 and ensure that safety-tape is placed around the kiln
area, a fire-extinguisher and first aid box are to hand. The last kiln firing will finish around 4pm to give the
kilns time to cool down enough to be moved away.
6 experienced kiln operatives required to work in shifts through the day.
2 people required to bring out tables for glazing from the barn to the raku area and clean up and put away at the
end of the day.
General Organisation:
1 person required to put out signs and direct cars to parking areas at the beginning of the day and then put away
the signs later.
John Evans has very kindly volunteered to set up an on-line payment system.
So, if you would like to join in with the day, please e-mail me know and indicate which tasks you would wish
to be involved in and I will then e-mail further details for payment etc.
See you there!
Jan Griffiths
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Opportunities
The Craft Pottery Charitable Trust : Annual Ceramic Award 2013
The Annual Ceramic Award is open to all potters and ceramists and is not restricted to associates, members or
fellows of the CPA. The Annual Ceramic Award is funded through various sources and the money raised from
the Tombola at this year’s Earth & Fire at Rufford will be used to assist recent ceramics graduates. The Trust
would like to express its gratitude to all the potters who make the Tombola possible through their generous donations of work. The closing date for applications is 15th December 2013. Guidelines for applicants are
available from lizgale@interalpha.co.uk.

Demonstrations
“Parts and Pieces”.
A one week workshop hosted at West Dean College with Virginia Scotchie
Virginia Scotchie is a ceramic artist and area head of ceramics
at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, South Carolina. Her work is principally sculptural with a stunning use of form
together with striking textured glazes which sparkle and give real
depth and colour to the forms. Between the 2nd –6th Virginia held
a workshop at West Dean College demonstrating her making methods.
With natural forms taken as a start point for inspiration work was
thrown on the wheel then altered to construct geometric
shapes. These became the basis for the addition of smaller
wheel thrown spouts and balls.
We had the chance to emulate some of the sculptures with patient instruction from Virginia and to develop some of our own ideas. As well as conceptual learning Virginia demonstrated some fantastic and efficient throwing techniques which enabled her to achieve the required shapes and constructions.
Another dimension to the workshop was the application and formulation
of her spectacular textured glazes which she uses to great effect .
An inspirational course from an inspirational teacher.
You can read more about Virginia’s work in the latest edition of Ceramic
review http://www.ceramicreview.com/ or at
http://www.virginiascotchie.com
Keith Menear
Ian Gregory, inventor of alternative kilns and paper clay will give us a demonstration at the end of February
2014. His subject(s) will be diverse, but centre about rapid sculpting of animals. Audience participation. Details
of date6 and venue to follow.
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Demonstrations
A Demonstration by David and Margaret Frith
Sunday 6th October 2013
Soberton Village Hall School Hill Soberton SO32 3PF
9.30 for a 10.00 start to finish at4.15
David specialises in thrown, pressed or slabbed reduction
stoneware. His pieces are individual, often on a large scale.
David uses celadons, ashes and iron-rich glazes combined
with wax motifs, heavy overglazes and trailed pigments plus
the added gift of wood firing!
Margaret concentrates on making individual porcelain
pieces, using a porcelain clay she has developed after years
of experimentation. She uses various decorating techniques,
including wax and layered glazes, freely drawn brushwork,
ashed surfaces or celadon glazes over carved motifs.
David Frith

David Frith

Margaret Frith

Margaret Frith

Bring a contribution for an “American Supper” type of lunch, a cup, plate and knife and fork, etc. Coffee and
Tea will be provided
For directions to Soberton Village Hall Please e mail Liz |Gale at lizgale@interalpha.co.uk or nearer the time
There will also be directions on the SCG web site.
Please note that this demonstration will also be open to non members
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------

Please complete and send with a cheque for £ 20.00 per person,(£25.00 non members) made payable to
Southern Ceramic Group, to Liz Gale Taplands Farm Cottage Webbs Green Soberton Southampton
SO32 3PY
Name………………………..…………………………..Membership Number……………….
Signature ……………………………………………….Date………………..
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What’s On the Web?
What's on the Web…..You! Remember that all members have the possibility to set up their own Gallery
page on the Group website. http://www.southernceramicgroup.co.uk. This is a great showcase for your work
and if you want yours included in the Gallery, get in touch with Tony Thompson at apttony@aol.com"
On-Line Glaze Calculators
There are a number of on-line glaze calculators that are limited but nevertheless useful tools for checking
your own glaze calculations or glaze compositions;
Some of the best, if a little US biased regarding ingredients are;
http://www.online-glaze-calculator.com/Calculator/fr2.php
http://www.glazesimulator.com/recWizard.php?disChecked=on
http://glazecalculator.com/
Kent Potters have developed a more UK based calculator which is very simple to use
http://www.kentpotters.co.uk/glaze_calculator/index.html

Members News
New Members
A very warm welcome to new members:






Roberto Gagliano from Brighton
Bekky May from Rye
Julie House from Chichester
Valerie Agar from Portchester
Nancy Thompson of Walberton, West Sussex

Interested in becoming a member of the Southern Ceramic Group?
Application forms can be found on the group website at:
http://www.southernceramicgroup.co.uk/Information/SCGMemberApp.pdf
Next Committee Meeting. The committee meets every few months or so and our next meeting will be on
Thursday September 12th. If you have anything you would like to bring to our attention please contact me, or
any other member of the committee.
Local Groups
The SCG has a large catchment area and there have been enquiries from members about local groups; like the
US group in the Eastleigh/Hamble area and the Glaze Group. The Committee would like to encourage members
to set up their own sub-groups and would be happy to provide advise and publicity where possible.
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Members Profile
Mike Bush
When I was asked to write something for the newsletter I wasn't
sure what to write and I’m still not sure so I’m going to ramble on a
bit. And just like all the e mails that Tony Thompson diligently forwards to us all the time ,you don’t have to read it do you.
So I’m going to start with “Artists Statements” as I think most of these
are really good fun. I understand the individual words but I can’t understand the sentences – do they teach you how to write this “arty speak “ in
colleges these days ? I wonder what Michael Angelo’s was (“I’m good
at painting and like little boys “ maybe). Perhaps we could have a Southern Ceramics demo/seminar on it one day. And how can so many potters
be “inspired “?.Often by “nature” and then there are ethereal concepts
that I find difficult to understand even if I can understand both the words
and the sentences.
I don’t think I’m “inspired “ by anything- I just like making pots. At least I do when it goes right . When it all
goes wrong I tell myself it’s time to play more golf and when my swing goes hay wire it’s then time to do more
potting. At least I know what I like and for each pot I make I think how I could do it differently or better – it’s a
progression really that never seems to have an ending.
Looking around galleries and exhibitions is interesting and I can get ideas to work on as well. But very often
exhibits leave me cold –but that’s fine with me as I think pottery is an individual activity and that potters should
make what they like and are happy with and if others don’t like it well they don’t have to do they! Of course if
others do like it then that’s a bonus and if they like it enough to actually give you money for it that’s when it all
gets really rewarding and motivational.
My work is mainly stoneware (Scarva Earthstone Original 5) and I use .two electric top loaders. I’m not much
into Raku and sometimes feel a bit sorry for friends with wood burning kilns who sit up all night stoking the
thing, guessing when to start reduction, watching cones go down at different places in the kiln at different
times, whether to throw some salt in, etc. etc. and after the firing then start thinking about how to modify the
bag walls or something. No that’s not for me –but each to his own as they say.
I did build a gas kiln some years ago (about 30!) based on Mike Cassons. My tutor at the time was one of his
prodigies and he gave me the plans, I did enjoy making it But I couldn't get it over 1150 degs and the deep
freeze in the garage next to it wasn't too happy either. But at that time I changed jobs from a research scientist
into sales and marketing and after that I had no spare time for pottery until I retired ten years ago (I must have
retired very early!)
I spend quite a lot of time developing glazes -;sometimes to change it in a particular respect and sometimes just
to see what happens, particularly using one glaze on top of another or adding extra components (broken up
grains of bisque – fried glazes mixed into a glaze can produce interesting effects ,for example).
As a result of these tests I have accumulated some 300 test tiles and this sometimes gives a problem of choosing which to use. The answer has to be that before you make the pot you must also decide what glaze / surface
finish you need as well as the form the pot will take .The form and the glaze need to “go together (I could say
they must have integral synergy of course).
9

SOUTHERN CERAMIC GROUP

NEWSLETTER

Members Profile cont.
The way I make up my glazes enables me to experiment so much
with formulations. I brush on all my glazes (except for the insides
of jars which otherwise gets a bit tricky) This means I can mix up
small quantities ,say a few hundred grams at a time. I usually add
the same weight of water as the weight of the solids and I mix
them with Solvite wall paper paste added at 2% of the weight of
the solids using an electric hand blender.
I never sieve anything. For me the brush on method means I can
use lots of different glazes easily without having a storeroom full
of buckets (don’t have a store room), the glazes don’t need that
messy “hand stirring” before use , it means I can apply the glaze
to a much more controlled thickness and I can vary the thickness
on different parts of the pot (useful for glazes that would otherwise run off the pot ).It also means that the surface is pretty resilient when dry so you can handle the pot and apply other glazes/
decoration etc easily.
If I were in business making large quantities with the same glaze
all over I would have to consider dipping and pouring methods .I
suppose these were the traditional methods used in old potteries
and came into studio pottery in the Bernard Leach era and the tradition has stuck –or so it seems-in many teaching establishments
to this day. I can’t see why this should be myself.
It may interest some of you if you have “back problems “ that I
have modified my wheel so that I can throw standing up with a
support to lean back against .Give me a call if you need any details .All I can say is that it really helps me –the only problem is throwing tall vases when you have to stand on
a box and let the vertigo take over. Another tip –that suits my unheated workshop/shed in the winter- is first to
micro wave cold clay (6 lbs in a poly bag for a few minutes makes a big difference). I have also fitted a silicone
rubber heat pad beneath my plaster block to speed up drying reworked clay .
Well that’s enough of all that .I have to go now and read some more e mails from Tony.
Mike Bush
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Glaze Group Meeting
The Glaze group meets on the second Tuesday of alternate months.
GLAZE GROUP MEETING.
The July meeting
The July meeting of the Glaze Group was at Marigo Harries’ house. Present were:
Marigo Harries, John Howell, Charles Stileman, Diana Carter, Mike Bush, Marion Stewart and Tony
Thompson
It was good to have Tim join us for the first time. Mike had brought a collection of different jugs - we discussed the glazes and shapes -how they might have been done and why we liked or disliked them .
The next meeting will be at Marigo’s house on Tuesday 10th September starting at 11 a.m. Everyone is welcome.
Please bring a packed lunch and let Charles know that you are coming. charles@charlesstileman.plus.com
Marigo Harries

Julie House

Bekky May

New Members Work
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SOUTHERN CERAMIC GROUP COMMITTEE
Vice Chair & Marketing
Jan Griffiths Tel : 01329 833124 Email : griffiths.jan@btinternet.com
Hon Sec
Sandie Dixon Tel : 02380 550064 Email : 2sandie@tiscali.co.uk
Treasurer
Liz Gale Tel : 02392 632686 Email : lizgale@interalpha.co.uk
Membership
John Howell Tel : 02380 618165 Email : xxhowell@talk21.com
Website
Tony Thompson Tel : 01489 572115 Email : apttony@aol.com
Demonstrations
Zyg Kruk Tel : 02392 469104 Email : zyg@kruk.co.uk
News letter
Keith Menear Tel : 07788908182 Email : keith.menear@hotmail.co.uk
Rolf Hawkins Tel : 01962 869117 Email : rolf.hawkins@winchester.anglican.org
Bishops Kitchen Exhibition
John Evans (not on the committee) Tel : 01903 204407 Email : jev@jevceramics.co.uk

NEXT COPY DEADLINE : 17th September 2013
Please send contributions to : keith.menear@hotmail.co.uk
Next Newsletter due : 1st October 2013
Would you like to advertise in the Southern Ceramic Group Newsletter?
If so please contact Rolf Hawkins
email: rolf.hawkins@winchester.anglican.org
The rates for advertising are:
SCG Members : FREE
Commercial Advertising Rates: B&W Colour
Full Page £20
Half Page £10
The Southern Ceramic Group grants permission for the browsing of this material as part of the World Wide Web and for the printing of one copy per person for personal reference only. The express permission of the Southern Ceramic Group and the originating
artist must be obtained for any other use of this material.
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